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Setting:  The  play  takes  place  in  the  home  of  Martin  Vanderhof 
Act  I  -  Scene  1:  A  Wednesday  Evening  in  June,  1937 
Scene  2:  Later  that  night 
Act  II:  A  week  later 
Act  ni:  The  next  day 

Warning:  There  will  be  several  fireworks  explosions  in  Acts  I  and  II 
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Coming  Attractions 

How  to  Succeed  in  Business  Without  Really  Trying 
April  11  and  12  at  8:00  pm 
Matinee  April  13  at  2:00  pm 


**There  will  be  two  ten  minute  intermissions 


Please:  No  flash  photography  during  the  performance 
Reminder:  Science  Hall  is  a  no-smoking  facility 


DIRECTOR'S  NOTE 

For  a  play  to  be  labeled  classic,  it  must  be  recognized  as  one  of  the 
best  in  its  era  and  it  must  stand  the  test  of  time  as  gauged  by  continued  produc¬ 
tion  at  all  levels  of  theatre.  If  ever  an  American  comedy  could  be  labeled 
classic,  it  is  Kaufman  and  Hart's  You  Can't  Take  It  with  You. 

This  classic  comedy  about  the  free  spirited  Sycamore  clan  and  their 
unique  take  on  the  Americaii  Dream  spoke  so  eloquently  to  audiences  in  the 
depression  year  of  1937  that  it  was  awarded  the  Pulitzer  Prize  for  drama,  a  feat 
rarely  accomplished  by  a  comedy.  Since  1937,  You  Can't  Take  It  with  You  has 
been  in  production  somewhere  in  the  world  almost  continually.  What  is  it 
about  the  Sycamores  and  their  philosophy  that  so  captures  the  spirit  and  hearts 
of  the  theatre  going  public  almost  fifty  years  after  it  was  first  produced? 

In  a  very  real  way,  the  Sycamores  represent  what  we  would  all  like 
America  and  our  lives  to  be  like.  Their  home  is  a  place  where  a  man  can  come 
to  deliver  ice  and  just  stay  for  eight  years.  It  is  a  place  where  a  person  can 
become  a  playwright  because  a  typewriter  was  delivered  by  mistake  one  day  or 
you  can  study  to  be  a  ballet  dancer  despite  having  little  talent  for  it.  In  short,  it 
is  a  place  where  you  can  pursue  your  dreams  without  fear  of  anyone  calling  you 
crazy  or  telling  you  that  you  don't  have  a  chance  to  achieve  them.  You  can  do 
the  things  you  want  to  do  because  you  want  to  do  them,  not  because  you  have 
to  do  them. 

Even  in  1 996,  when  much  of  the  evening  news  is  dedicated  to  how  the 
economy  is  doing  and  familes  are  bombarded  with  a  daily  message  concerning 
downsizing  and  cutbacks  and  building  bridges  to  the  next  century,  this  play  has 
an  important  message  to  pass  along.  In  an  age  of  cutbacks,  downsizing  and 
restructuring  it  is  important  that  we  remember  that  there  is  more  to  life  than 
work.  Family,  passions,  and  dreams  are  as  much  a  part  of  who  we  are  as  what 
we  do  for  a  living.  As  Grandpa  Vanderhof  says,  "How  many  of  us  would  be 
willing  to  settle  when  we're  young  for  what  we  eventually  get?  It's  only  a 
handful  of  the  lucky  ones  that  can  look  back  and  say  that  they  even  came 
close." 


This  is  a  play  about  success,  not  success  as  defined  by  monetary  worth 
but  success  defined  by  personal  fulfillment  and  isn't  that  still  and  important 
message  today?  In  the  end,  when  all  is  said  an  done,  you  really  can't  take  it 
with  you. 

John  Rahe 
Director 


